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VIEW FROM THE EAST 

By Michael Kofta, Worshipful Master 

Greetings from the East,  
 
     We have been busy, as usual, at the beginning of the year with many events still 
to come.  
     Congratulations to WB David McHone on the Grand Opening of his new 3:10 
Diesel shop.  I have already had the privilege of visiting with him at new shop on a 
few occasions and wish him the best of success in the future of his shop, business 
and family.  If you are in the neighborhood, please stop in to see him, his operation 
is pretty amazing.  
    Our Shriner Appreciation Night turned out extremely well, and we were fortunate 
to have our Illustrious Potentate J.C. Reece from El Zaribah Temple in Phoenix in 
attendance.  I am looking forward to our upcoming Order of the Eastern Star Appre-
ciation Night and wonder if we might have any distinguished visitors in attendance.  
     Our newly installed Officers are coming along exceedingly well  proficiency in 
their ritual and new roles.  I appreciate each and every one of them and their dedica-
tion to their duties and the craft.  I also truly appreciate the eagerness in which our 
new Master Masons are stepping up and jumping in to assist with projects and com-
mittees.  As always we can use the knowledge, experience and encouragement of 
our elder Brothers to guide us and assist us in our labors.  
     That brings us to the Annual BBQ. WOW! I know that it will take WB Mikel a 
little while to finish crunching the numbers, but from initial appearances, with the 
lack of leftovers and no one turned away, we should have done well this year.  For 
all those that assisted, I can not thank you enough.  There are many of you that work 
quietly behind the scenes each year to ensure it's success.  I would have liked to 
“call the roll” of the workmen (and women) that jumped in to help with the BBQ to 
recognize you all.  However, it would be inevitable that someone would be forgot-
ten.  Suffice it to say that you all contributed in making it an outstanding event and 
your hard work and efforts are greatly appreciated.  
     I would like to recognize our BBQ chairman, WB Mikel, his wife, Emily and his 
daughter, Katy (a.k.a. “trouble") for their masterful coordinating on the committee, 
vendors and crews. Mikel, you are still young and your hair will grow back, stop 
pulling it out! I would also like to recognize our “Grill Maestro” Brother Harold and 
his crew for another absolutely outstanding meal. I told him that I didn't know how 
he seems to improve it every year.  Although it might be the anticipation of a great 
meal, he never fails to deliver. To our “Bean Master”, WB Mike, your practice of 
“stirring the pot” which you do so well in the lodge, seems to pay off well when you 
took over the helm (and oar) with the beans.  Keep up the good work.  
     Brothers and Sisters, if you have any problems or concerns regarding the BBQ or 
the lodge please let me know.  If you have any complaints, see our Grievance Com-
mittee chairman or his secretary.  If you have any compliments or praise, let those 
that did the work know and recognize them.  
 

2017 financial statements are now available in the 

Secretary’s office for Lodge members’ inspection. 

 

STATED MEETINGS 

Second Thursday of each month, 
September through June. 

Dinner at 6:30 pm 

Meeting at 7:30 pm 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

Degree work most every     
Thursday at 7:00 pm. 

Call (928) 783-7993 or visit 
www.yumalodge17.org for  
schedule. 

OFFICE HOURS 

Call (928) 503-4356 for an     
appointment. 

TRESTLEBOARD 

Published bi-monthly. 

Article submissions are due 
on the 15th of each even- 
numbered month. 

Jack A. Frost, PM, publisher     
(928) 345-3185                       
yumalodge17.TB@gmail.com 
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No. 17, F&AM 

TRESTLEBOARD 



 

2018 OFFICERS 

 

Worshipful Master 

Michael A. Kofta (Ruby) 

(928) 580-5965 

michael.kofta@gmail.com  

 

Senior Warden 

Michael A. Dale, PM (BJ) 

(760) 960-9038 

m.dale.yuma17@gmail.com 

 

Junior Warden 

Sean R. Godfrey (Mary) 

(619) 985-8701 

godfrey.sean86@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Jack A. Frost, PM 

928-345-3185 

frostja@earthlink.net 

 

Secretary 

Mikel K. White, PM (Emily) 

928-503-4356 

mkandeswhite@aol.com 

 

Senior Deacon 

Benjamin T. Hinderer (Michelle) 

(928) 581-8508 

usmcfreejr@yahoo.com 

 

Junior Deacon 

Russell L. Pool, Jr. “Rusty" 

(928) 941-2153 

rlpool1923@aol.com  

 

Senior Steward 

Douglas Wayne Arps, Jr. “DJ" 

(928) 503-9802 

crimswrestling@gmail.com 

 

Junior Steward 

Roy Leon Wright 

(760) 927-6563 

caveman05.rw@gmail.com 
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ON THE LEVEL 

By Michael Dale, Senior Warden 

     Greetings from the West.  We are 
traveling on into 2018.  By the time 
you read this the annual Masonic 
Barbeque will have been completed.  I 
hope it was a good one.  Our ranks are 
continuing to grow and occasionally we 
lose a brother to the Celestial Lodge 
above.  This is life.  I am happy to re-
port that we have been having wonder-
ful brothers come to visit our lodge.  
Many are returning brothers from fara-
way lands and many of them do not 
just visit but participate as if this was 
their home lodge.  I have just a few 
words about your “Home”. 
     The Lodge where you are a member 
is your home lodge.  This should be the 
most familiar of all places for the relief 
of the day to day stress that one faces in 
the world. As a visitor, you should feel 
at home also. 
     The attendance and participation of 
each member shows the new and unin-
formed member how important it is to 
be a faithful and worthy brother.  To be 
faithful, you must attend, and to be 
worthy, you must practice what you 
have learned in the lodge.  The burden 
of teaching is on every member, and 
not the sole duty of the Lodge Educa-
tion Officer. 
     To learn the history of the lodge, so 
you can pass it on to visiting brothers, 
is not only a matter of pride but one of 
honor.  If you encourage a visiting 
brother to tell you of the history of his 
lodge, you will give him a chance to 
make a connection with all the brothers 
of both lodges.  As you want to know 
them, they want to know you. 
     Practicing what you learn in the 
lodge is important.  Through the prac-
tice of the principles of Masonry you 
become a better person.  You also show 
the world that masonry works for the 
good of all and not just for its mem-
bers. 
     When you visit another lodge, the 
usual questions are:  What Lodge are 

you from?   How old is your lodge?  
Who is the Worshipful Master?  How 
many members attend a meeting?  How 
many members do you have?  When do 
you meet?  Do you do much work?  
Answer these questions, and then let 
them know, with dignity, how your 
lodge is moving forward.  While you 
visit other lodges, be a frequent attend-
er to your own, because, "you must 
know home to be a traveler." 
     You have passed your third degree 
exam and now you are a Master Ma-
son.  So now what?  You have several 
choices in front of you.  1. Become an 
officer.  2. Become proficient in ritual 
work.  3. Move on to the other degrees.  
4. Join one of the many other organiza-
tions that only a Master Mason can 
join.  5. Or slowly fade away like so 
many do, never to be seen or heard 
from, except for dues time. 
     There are other options but these are 
the most prevalent.  If you do the fifth 
choice in this list you will never know 
any more about Masonry than you 
know right now. You will never be of 
any use to the fraternity nor will the 
organization ever be useful to you.  If 
you stay with one or more of the top 
four you will learn how a group can act 
as a team.  You will see how much 
more the team can accomplish than just 
one person alone.  This does not mean 
that we are not individuals. Masonry 
teaches free thinking and this can only 
be accomplished through self-
sufficiency.  A determination to be free 
from all types of restraints is preferred. 
     Free thinking will open up your 
thoughts, your hopes, and your aspira-
tions. You will be able to express your-
self by using your head and embrace 
those ideas with your heart. 
     What all of this means is that you 
should:  speak with your head; listen to 
your heart; and always, always follow 
your dreams. 

Secretary: 

yumalodge17@gmail.com 

 

Trestleboard: 

yumalodge17.TB@gmail.com 



 

2018 OFFICERS 

(CONTINUED) 
 

Marshall 

Timothy W. Williams, PM 

(928) 920-2432 

tinothywayne@netscape.net 

  

Chaplain 

Antero A. Trujillo (Norma) 

928-581-6286  

altrujillo2001@yahoo.com  

 

Tyler 

Quaid E. Smith, KYGCH (Dona) 

928-920-3659 

qsmith2103@aol.com 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 

Richard H. Butler, 2018 

(928) 503-3332 

richardhbutler@qwest.net 

 

Quaid E. Smith, KYGCH, 2018 

928-920-3659 

qsmith2103@aol.com 

 

Sean R. Godfrey, 2019 

619-985-8701 

godfrey.sean86@gmail.com 

 

Timothy W. Williams, PM, 2019 

928 920-2432 

tinothywayne@netscape.net 

 

Dale Kreger, PM, 2020 

928-210-8404 

dkpainter54@hotmail.com  

 

Russell Pool, Sr., 2020 

928-276-4765  

mokye4@aol.com  

 

 

Donate online at: 

YumaLodge17.org 
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Candidate Coaching and Education 

     At the election of a Candidate to receive the Degrees of Masonry two distinct pro-
cesses start. 
     The first is the Candidate Education Course. This course was generated by The 
Grand Lodge of Arizona for all Candidates of its subordinate Lodges. It is required by 
the Grand Lodge that all Candidates complete this course. 
     The course consists of four chapters and a Mentor's section. The Mentor's section 
contain instruction on how to use the course, as well as answers to the course test 
questions. 
     The first of the four sections is an general information section titled: Approaching 
the Portals" It is to be given to the Candidate to read prior to his receiving the First 
Degree. 
     The next three sections are one section for each of the three Degrees of Masonry 
with test questions for each section. All tests are of the "open book" style. 
     The course can be taught either as an individual self-paced course, or in a class-
room setting. 
     The next is that of Ritual Proficiency. The Grand Lodge of Arizona has published a 
"Clear Text Ritual" for use by its subordinate Lodges and individual Masons. In the 
back of the chapter for each degree is an authorized ritual proficiency examination. 
This is the one we use in our Lodge. The minimum proficiency by the Grand Lodge 
Constitution is the step, grip, and word of each degree. It is most desirable for the Can-
didate to learn the full proficiency for several reasons. First that if he plans to travel he 
may need more than the minimum proficiency to work his way into a foreign Lodge. 
Next, the memorization of the proficiency will more firmly instill Masonic principles; 
additionally it builds a sense of confidence and accomplishment for the Candidate. 
The Master of each Lodge determines who is proficient. 
     The reason for this piece in your Trestle Board is the need for a Coaching and Edu-
cation Staff to work with Candidates. We cannot reasonable accept petitions for De-
grees if we do not have Coaches Mentors to work with them through the Degrees. 
     Therefore those of you who want a fun, rewarding activity there is nothing better 
than helping Candidate work through the degrees and bind himself to the Craft. Get 
out your comfort zone and you too will grow and learn with the Candidate. 
Decide to be a part our team and contact myself, The Worshipful Master or Lodge 
Secretary.  
 
Quaid Smith PM 
Candidate Coaching and Education Coordinator 
928-920-3659 
Qsmith2103@aol.com 

Three $500 scholarships are available in 2018 for 

students who meet the criteria and requirements. 

Applications must be received by April 15, 2018. 

Go to 
 

www.yumalodge17.

org/articles 
 

 for details. 
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Yuma Lodge No. 17 

Stated Meetings:  Second Thurs-

day at 7:30 pm preceded by din-

ner at 6:30. 

 

Degree Work:  Most every 

Thursday at 7:00 pm. 

 

Trustees’ Meetings:  First Tues-

day at 6:00 pm.  Lodge members 

welcome.  

 

 

York Rite Bodies 

Stated Meetings:  First Monday 

at 7:30 pm. 

 

Practice:  Third Monday at 7:30. 

 

 

Order of the Eastern Star 

Meetings:  Second and fourth 

Tuesdays at 7:00 pm preceded 

by dinner at 6:00. 

 

 

Yuma Shrine Club 

Meetings:  Second Monday at 

7:00 pm. 

 

 

Yuma Shrine Ladies Lunch 

Third Tuesday at 11:30 am.   

Call Betsy Ramirez (928) 210-

8740 or Shirley Hettervik (928) 

210-0717 forlocation.  

Highway clean-up, Saturday, March 31st 
southwest corner of Hwy 95 & Fortuna Road. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

March 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2018 

facebook.com/YumaMasons 
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The History of Freemasonry 

From The George Washington Masonic National Memorial  

Civil War and the Gilded Age 
 

The American Civil War killed over 600,000 Americans and de-
stroyed communities, factories and farms.  In the midst of this suf-
fering Freemasonry grew.  On both sides, regiments supported Ma-
sonic Lodges and thousands of soldiers became Freemasons in-
cluding future president William McKinley.  The war gave new 
freedoms and opportunities to African Americans as well as Euro-
pean immigrants.  The late 1800s witnessed the new Gilded Age of 
extreme wealth and expansion, but also poverty and hardship. 
 
The middle class of the new age enjoyed a variety of leasure activi-
ties.  Cities built museums, trolley lines lead to baseball parks, and 
every American enjoyed fairs and theaters.  Freemasonry and other 
fraternal organizations became a part of every community and eve-
ry families’ lives.  During this period Freemasons built magnificent 
buildings, supported new homes for widows and orphans, and es-
tablished libraries and museums. 

American Gilded Age era author, Samuel 

Clemens, - Mark Twain, who coined the term 

"Gilded Age", was a Freemason. 

Chicago Masonic Temple 

Between 1892 and 1896, Chicago’s Masonic 

temple was the tallest building in the world.  It 

was over 300 feet high and had 21 floors. 

Philadelphia Masonic Temple 

Begun in 1868 and completed in 1873, the Philadelphia temple 

is considered by many to be the most beautiful in the country.  

The cost of construction was $1.6 million and still serves as the 

headquarters for the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 



The Coffin 

     A new Worshipful Master in a small town spent the first four 

days making personal visits to each of the members, inviting 

them to come to his first Lodge meeting.  The following Thurs-

day the Lodge was all but empty.  Accordingly, the Worshipful 

Master placed a notice in the local newspapers, stating that, the 

person who was responsible for holding up the progress in the 

lodge was dead and it was everyone’s duty to give him a decent 

Masonic burial.  The funeral would be held the following Mon-

day afternoon, the notice said. 

     Morbidly curious, a large crowd turned out for the "funeral."  

In front of the Altar, they saw a closed coffin, smothered in 

flowers. After the Chaplain delivered the eulogy, he opened the 

coffin and invited his Brethren to come forward and pay their 

final respect to their dead Lodge brother.  Filled with curiosity 

as to who it was, all the Brethren eagerly lined up to look in the 

coffin.  Each "mourner" peeped into the coffin then quickly 

turned away with a guilty, sheepish look.  In the coffin, tilted at 

the correct angle, was a large mirror.  

     Remember the obligation we all took.  Attend and support 

your Lodge. 

 

Masonic Anniversaries 
When you became a Master Mason 

MARCH APRIL 

Stewart Bradshaw 

Richard Butler 

Jacob Casey 

Phillip Durbin 

Patrick Ferguson 

David Fitzpatrick 

Frederico Gomez 

Jesse Gomez 

William Hamner 

Kurt Harrison 

Albert Jarvis 

James Lakey 

Jerome Leckrone 

Chy Luy 

Willie Motley 

Christopher Offutt 

Shawn Price 

Earl Roberts 

Thomas Ryan 

Merritt Thomas 

Herbert Townsend 

Antero Trujillo 

Donald Washum 

John Wavada 

Robert Wright 

Fernando Balderrama 

Alan Bowman 

Raymond Evans 

William Fain 

Darrell Fischer 

Gregory Hyland 

Dale Le Mond 

Russell Leonard 

James London 

Luther Moorehead 

Harold Neece 

Donald Oehmke 

John Prather 

Duane Scheafer 

David Sears 

Ward Seibel 

Joseph Sullivan 

Reece Taylor 

John Willen 

David Woods 

Scott Zender 
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Three scholarships are available this year. 
Deadline April 15th.   

Go to www.yumalodge17.org/articles for details. 
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Secretary: 

yumalodge17@gmail.com 

 

Trestleboard: 

yumalodge17.TB@gmail.com 

COMING TO YUMA 

OUTDOOR THIRD DEGREE 

DECEMBER 8TH 



MASTER'S PROGRAMS 

Audit 

Jack Puckett 

Budget 

Worshipful Master  

By-Laws 

Quaid E. Smith, PM, KYGCH  

Cemetery 

Mikel K. White, PM, DDGM  

Facilities Maintenance 

Michael A. Dale, PM 

Funeral 

Mikel K. White, PM  

Grievance 

Michael A. Dale, PM 

Library/Archives 

Mikel K. White, PM  

Masonic Education & Ritual 

Mikel K. White, PM, DDGM 

Timothy Williams, PM 

 Michael A. Dale, PM 

Masonic Relief 

Worshipful Master  

Master's Advisory 

Michael A. Dale, PM 

Jack A. Frost, PM 

David McHone, PM 

Mikel K. White, PM, DDGM 

Timothy W. Williams, PM 

Scholarship 

Sean R. Godfrey, SD 

Wives, Widows & Orphans 

Quaid E. Smith, PM, KYGCH 

Jerry Lekrone, PM  

 

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Candidate Instruction 

Quaid Smith, PM, KYGCH  

 

Officer Instruction 

Mikel K. White, PM, DDGM  

 

FUNDRAISING 

Barbeque 

Mikel K. White, PM, DDGM  

Balloon Glow 

Dale Kreger, PM 

Raffle & Other Venues 

TBD 

 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS 

Bikes for Books 

David McHone, PM  

Roadside Clean-up 

Michael A. Dale, WM 

Law Enforcement Memorial 

Michael A. Kofta, WM  

 

MEMBERSHIP RELATIONS/ 

FRATERNAL SUPPORT 

Birthday Cards 

Benjamin T. Hinderer 

Facebook 

Michael McLaughlin 

Mason of the Year 

SW & JW  

Membership Participation/Retention 

Worshipful Master 

Sickness and Distress 

Quaid E. Smith, PM, KYGCH  

Telephone Calling 

Quaid E. Smith, PM, KYGCH 

Trestleboard 

Jack A. Frost, PM, Publishing 

Timothy Williams, PM, Printing 

Jerry I. Leckrone, PM, Distribution 

Website 

Jack A. Frost, PM  

Committees 

YUMA CHAPTER 

ORDER of the EASTERN STAR 
The meetings are held the SECOND & FOURTH  TUESDAY of each month, September 
through June.  All members are welcome.  A light meal is served at 6pm followed by meeting 
at 7pm.  Refreshments are served after the meeting .  Hope to see you there.  If you have 
questions please call 928 726 6130. 
 

-- Beth Ann Prather, WM & John R. (Jack) Prather, WP  
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 Office:  (928) 783-7993 

Roadside Clean-up 
Community Service Project 

 

Saturday, March 31st, 8:00 to 10:00 am 

Southwest corner of Hwy 95 & Fortuna Rd. 

MASONS 

AT 

WORK 


