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VIEW FROM THE EAST
By Benjamin Hinderer, Worshipful Master

Good Day Everyone,

Here is a little about me so you may get to know me a bit more. I was born
and raised in Yuma. After graduating from Cibola High School, I attended a
year of college at Arizona Western College but that was not for me at the
time so I enlisted in the Marine Corps and served my four years at Camp
Schwab in Okinawa. I spent 88 days in Korea on two different trainings but
because I spent more than 80 days in a 6-month period I qualified for the
Korean Defense Medal. I never want to go back to Korea. I climbed Mt. Fuji,
went to Tokyo Disney, and got scuba certified while being stationed in Japan.
I did one tour to Fallujah, Iraq in 2008.

After my enlistment I came back home and went to college at AWC and
NAU-Yuma. I graduated with a Bachelor’s Degree in Biology and a minor in
Chemistry. I tried teaching high school chemistry but teaching wasn’t for me.
I have been at the local VA clinic as an Audiology Technician for the last 9
years and knew nothing about hearing aids before I started. I now know more
than I every thought I would about hearing aids and people’s ears but I love
being able to meet all these amazing Veterans. Hands down WWII Veterans
have been my favorite — the stories they have and just their demeanor and
take on life.

I met and married the most amazing woman while I was in college and we
have been together for 12 years now. Our son Walker who is 3 is our world,
just like it should be. They are very supportive and have allowed me to serve
two years as the Master of the Lodge. Without their support I would not have
been able to accomplish this.

I would also like to thank my mentor RW Mike Dale for all his support and
guidance over the years.

Your Worshipful Master
Benjamin Hinderer
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VIEW FROM THE WEST
Submitted by Douglas Arps, Jr.
Greetings from the West,

Hello Brothers. By now I think most of you know me,
but if not let me share some things about myself with
you.

I was born in Wursburg, Germany...yes, my dad was in
the Army; that’s how I had the pleasure of being born over there. I have
one sibling and she was also born in Germany on our dad’s last duty
station over there. Being a kid growing up in the military had its ups and
downs, but I got to travel and meet new people. With all the traveling it
was hard to say goodbye sometimes. But let’s skip ahead.

My dad was getting out of the service and we decided to move back to
Yuma in 2002 at the start of my junior year. In 2004 I graduated from
Yuma High School (GO CRIMS!) and after graduation I had some
random jobs until landing a job at Yuma Proving Ground in 2005, where I
still work currently.

Fast forward, I married the love of my life Sabrina in 2010 and we have
two beautiful daughters, Abigail and Brooke. This is where I eventually
got into Masonry. My wife’s family had been a part of the Masonic family
for a long time and it took a few years for me to decide to go down the
same path. After talking with my father-in-law and meeting other
Brothers, I am proud to be a part of the Masonic family as well. [ am very
proud to get to call my father-in-law my Brother.

Since becoming a Mason, I have loved every minute of it. I hope what I
do in Masonry lives on well after I’'m gone. What I’ve learned in my short
time being a Mason is there are all types of Masons from other states and
other countries, but no matter where you are from, we are all Masons
serving the same craft.

Brotherly Love,
Douglas Arps, Jr. “D.J.”
Senior Warden

GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTH
By Brad Hamner

Fraternal Greetings from the South

Hello all, I am Brother Brad Hamner. I was raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason on December 2nd, 2010. My grandfather
and hero WB Tony Hamner was a Past Master of Yuma Lodge #17. |
was always intrigued about Masonry because it was something that
he very much enjoyed. Whenever he would have someone he was
coaching at the house, or would leave the house on a Thursday night
in his tuxedo I would be as noisy as I could be!

I never lost interest, in fact I asked him two times after the age of 18 to
be a Mason and his reply was No! That may be surprising to hear, but he
knew I was definitely NOT ready or mature enough at the time. Well I
finally made my own way in Wyoming, and when I called to tell Grandpa,
I don’t think I had ever heard so much pride in his voice. I absolutely love
being a Mason, the work, our Lodge, the Brethren, and I try my best to
carry on the torch of my Grandfather. I fall short sometimes, but that’s
part of it.

I work for a great company here in Yuma, BLT Companies, as an
operations manager with about 18 men under my direction, ranging from




@ GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTH (continued)
"-, By Brad Hamner

crane operators to aggregate deliveries with a few other things
thrown in from time to time. I really enjoy traveling, golfing, rodeos,
fishing, trying new restaurants, and large bodies of water. I’ve never
been married and don’t have any children. My dad is a Mason, a
member of Yuma Territorial Lodge #17, and lives in northern
Arizona. My brother and nephew live here in Yuma also. My Aunt,
Karon Lamb, lives in Gilbert and is very involved in the Order of the
Eastern Star.

Well that’s enough about me. Brothers I am here if you need anything
and would really love to see a bunch of you come back to the Stated
meetings. We have good meals, great fellowship, and pretty good ritual,
which we work on every Thursday as well if you would like to come. If
you need a ride, there are several of us that can help with that. Hope to see
you all soon.

Brad Hamner
Junior Warden

FROM THE SECRETARY’S TABLE
By WB Michael Kofta, PM
Brothers and Sisters,

I was born and raised in LaCrosse, Wisconsin and enlisted in
the United States Marine Corps at the beginning of my senior
year in High School. 1 left for basic training shortly after
graduation in 1976. Most of my duty stations were in the Pacific arena;
Hawaii, where 1 was deployed twice on “West Pacs”. Republic of the
Philippines and Okinawa, Japan were my long tours. I did two tours at
Twenty-Nine Palms, California and a short tour in Minneapolis for
recruiting duty. I served as a “grunt” in the infantry, a water safety
survival instructor trainer, a small arms repairman, a marksmanship
instructor, and a maintenance management chief/officer, as well as a
couple of other Military Occupational Specialties. I completed an AA
Degree in Law Enforcement while on active duty and I retired here in
Yuma in 1996 as a Gunnery Sergeant.

I met my wife Ruby during my early deployments and we spent our
early married years in the Philippines when I was on Barracks duty. We
have two children, one daughter and one son, and one granddaughter.

I went to work for the Yuma County Sheriff’s Office in 1996 first as a
Detention Officer and later as a Deputy with the Civil Department and
retired in 2019. I also served the department as a Firearms Instructor and
an Armorer. I completed a second AA Degree and a BA Degree in
Criminal Justice while with the Sheriff’s Office.

I started in Freemasonry in Okinawa, Japan in 1994. My first
appointment to the “chairs” was here in Yuma as the Senior Steward in
2013. I progressed through the chairs and served as the Worshipful Master

(continued on page 6)
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WHY FREEMASONS “SQUARE” THE LODGE ROOM
Submitted By Saleh Behati, Senior Steward

A Masonic trestle board is a design board for the Master Workman (Architect) to draw his plans
and designs upon to give the workmen an outline of the work to be performed. In today’s terms, we
might call it a blueprint.

\‘>> A trestle board is a framework consisting of vertical, slanted supports with one or more horizontal

45 crosspieces on which to hang or display an item. Today, it is better known as an “easel”. Some
~  jurisdictions around the world call it a tracing board. It would be somewhat of a “circular logic”
task to argue the difference, as while neither can be fully proven, the “Tracing board” may very well have
preceded the use of the word “Trestleboard” because Lodges in Europe use the word “Tracing Board”.

Hiram’s Tracing Board

Hiram Abif’s tracing board is believed to have been made of wood, covered with a coating of wax. Each day
he would draw his Master architect’s measurements and symbols into the wax to instruct his Master Masons
of the work that was to be accomplished. At the end of the day, he would simply scrape off the wax and pour a
new layer of hot wax onto the board to ready it for the next day’s work.

Masonic Tracing Board

Much later, in the days where Lodge was held in secret areas and on hills and vales, once Lodge was in
session, the Tyler would draw an oblong or oblong square depiction into the dirt that represented the form of
the lodge. Again, onto that tracing board was drawn the architect”s plan...the working tools in the degree that
was to be worked.

Masonic Trestle Board

Through the years, the Masonic Tracing Board progressed to charcoal or chalk on the floor of taverns where
Lodges were held back in the 1700s. After the lecture, the Stewards, or the Entered Apprentice, as a lesson in
secrecy, would get a mop and bucket and remove all trace of these drawings.

This, obviously, was a somewhat tedious and messy procedure, so cloths or rugs were created which could
be laid onto the floor and simply folded up when the lecture was complete.

Later, these cloths (or rugs) were placed onto a table. As time passed, they were finally hung onto an easel (a
trestle board), much like a drawing board at a construction site where each workman could receive clear
instruction as to what his specific participation entailed.

When the team’s work was completed, it was obvious that each Master Mason not only understood their
specific part in the undertaking, but how their part contributed to the construction of the entire edifice
(building).

The meaning of the words “Nothing further remains to be done, according to ancient custom, except to
disarrange our emblems” is a reference to the now antiquated use of these trestleboards (or tracing boards)
during which the dirt on the ground was erased or the chalk marks on the floor of g
these Lodges were mopped or scrubbed, to leave no trace of the form of the Lodge f

or the contents drawn thereon. Q ﬁ O

The reason why our lines of travel are at right angles within the Lodge and thus
the reason that we “square” the Lodge is a “throwback” to the antiquity of the
ritual. &

If the Brethren were to walk atop the markings made in the dirt on hill and vale,
atop the chalk on the floor of the taverns, or tread upon and thus soil the cloths or
rugs used to provide the workings of that degree, the message of that lecture which |+
was being worked could be partially or fully destroyed. '

Therefore, “Squaring the Lodge” in a semi-military-like precision goes back
many centuries as the means of preserving the ritual and the degrees being worked
so as not to destroy the symbolism of their markings before their usefulness on that
day has been completed.

Reference: https:// www.masonic-lodge-of-education.com/trestle-board
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FROM THE SECRETARY’S TABLE (continued)
By WB Michael Kofta, PM

in 2018-2020. I have been serving as Secretary for the Lodge since 2021. I am a Shriner, a 32°

Scottish Rite Mason, a Knight of Saint Andrew, and a member of the York Rite Bodies. I was

appointed as the Grand Sword Bearer in 2019-2020 by MWB Greg Vasquez. I am currently

serving as the District Deputy Grand Lecturer for District #6 and serve on the Widow Recognition
Committee and Ritual Review Committee for the Grand Lodge of Arizona. Enough about me...on to Lodge
business!

Bikes for Books is fast approaching and we will only be working with Dateland this year.

We will be having our Second Annual Pancake Breakfast for First Responders and Veterans on May 13th
from 6:30—10:30am. We will also be presenting longevity awards to our Masons on May 13th at 11:00am, so
please come and help us recognize them and thank them for their service as well. We will be passing out water
again at the Law Enforcement Memorial Ceremony on Monday, May 15th.

There are still a few Brothers that need to pay their dues for 2023. Please login to Grandview and ensure that
your information is up-to-date. If not, update your information and once you do, please call me or send me an
email letting me know when you have updated your information.

If you need any assistance in general or with practicing or proficiency, feel free to contact me.

Fraternally,

Michael A. Kofta, PM
Secretary

DDGL, District 6

Hi all. My name is Ben Vik, and I am serving as Junior Steward for Yuma Territorial Lodge #17.
I was initiated as Entered Apprentice on September 10, 2021, passed to the degree of Fellowcraft
on December 2, 2021, and raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason on March 24, 2022.
Currently, I am the second-newest new guy in the Lodge.

I entered this world at a very young age, naked and hollering, over a half-century ago. Another
half-century from now, I expect to make an exit in the same condition. April 2nd, 1971 was the first
day I drew breath, in beautiful San Diego, California. I was the second of what ended up being six siblings, all
of whom still live in California, and still seem to like it.

My father drove a truck, hauling everything from palm trees to live chickens, but ended up solely delivering
hay and straw to various dairies and feedlots across Southern California. This meant that we moved where the
work was; so I ended up living in places as disparate as Ramona, Boulevard and Holtville, CA.

As a young adult, I graduated from Holtville Christian Academy, and attended Bob Jones University in
Greenville, South Carolina. Following that, I worked for USDA—APHIS and the California Department of
Agriculture before enjoying a few years as a machine embroidery digitizer/designer. In 2002, I entered on duty
with the U.S. Border Patrol here in Yuma and moved here in 2004. In 2007, I was promoted to supervisor at
the Wellton Border Patrol Station and have served in that capacity to the present day.

I met my wife Michelle in the year 2000, and somehow tricked her into marrying me the next year. I still
don’t remember exactly how I pulled that off, but what I will never forget is that our anniversary is on March
23rd, every year since. | have four kids, Joshua, Adam, Noah, and Layla, in that order.

I enjoy the great outdoors, hiking, and fishing. Last year I hiked the High Sierra Trail, summiting Mt.
Whitney at the end, slaying and consuming several delicious trout along the way of course. I have a bunch of
sad, lonely guitars that hardly get touched, and a small library that sometimes gets read. Right now though,
Freemasonry is my biggest hobby.

I came to Freemasonry through the advice of a trusted friend and mentor, who said that I would benefit
greatly from the fellowship of Brothers. As most of us can attest, the life of a married man is often lonely;
despite the companionship that your wife offers, you are the one who bears many of life’s burdens. The onus,
so to speak, is always on you; and it is healthy to share in fellowship with other men who have walked (or will
walk) the same paths that you currently tread. You are not alone! Thank you all for the opportunity, and I look
forward to continued growth and knowledge in our chosen profession. To further Light!

6




Traveling Men

RWB Michael Dale, Senior Grand Warden, attended the George
Washington degree with several other Grand Line Officers.

RWB Michael Dale traveled with MWB Jim Baker to
Eloy for a special “Make a Mason on Sight”. Brother
Anthony Enos had been going through his degrees, but
due to declining health, Eloy Lodge #46 asked for him
to be made a Mason without going through the degrees.
The Grand Master was happy to oblige for this special
Brother.

RWB Michael Dale traveled to Oriental Lodge
#20 in Mesa for their Official Visit on April 4th.

Photos provided by RWB Michael Dale 7
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We had an awesome turnout for our March Stated Meeting, which was
also the Official Visit of RWB George Rusk on March 9th! We were also
entertained by our Eastern Star sisters with the “Pink Lodge” — a parody of
what the ladies think goes on at our meetings. Hilarity ensued, laughs
were had, and a great time was had by all!

We had special visitors for our April Stated Meeting — Brothers from
Peoria Lodge #31 and Pioneer Lodge #82 headed down to attend our
meeting! Thank you to all who came to visit!

8 Photos provided by Brother DJ Arps
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DEGREE WORK
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Congratulations to Brother Ivan Pagan, who received his Second Degree on April 20th.
Congratulations Brother!
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SPE CIAL DE @kEE’ W@RK

On April 22nd, some of our Brothers traveled to Mexicali,
Mexico for a special First Degree. Brothers from Imperial
Lodge #390 in Imperial, California conducted the First Degree
for those Brothers in Mexico. In return, some of the Brothers
from Mexico will go to Imperial to conduct a First Degree for
them in the future. This is a great way to extend hospitalities
across the border and show that no matter what jurisdiction you
are from, fellowship among Brothers knows no bounds!
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Photos provided by Brother DJ Arps
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Community Servu:e

The annual Midnight at the Oasis car show came to
Yuma March 3rd—5th. Yuma Lodge and other
volunteers were on-hand to do ID checks and pass out
wristbands. This is a great way to help out and
interact with members of the community. We get to
look at some amazing antique and souped-up cars,
plus we get to enjoy some great entertainment at the
concerts! This is one of our favorite events of the
year and we look forward to working with the
Cabelleros de Yuma in the future!

Photos provided by Brother DJ Arps
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YORK RITE HAPPENINGS

Yuma York Rite Brothers celebrated Easter Observance at Christ the Redeemer
Angelican Church on April 9th.

From left to right:
Front Row: Mike Kofta, Doc Trujillo, Jack Prather, Mike Dale, Quaid Smith.
Back row: Bob Dennis and Ben Vick

VETERANS AND FIRST RESPONDERS

TO RECOGNIZE YOUR CONTINUED DEDICATION AND
SACRIFICE, IT IS OUR PRIVILEDGE TO SHOW OUR
APPRECIATION TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES AT THE

YUMA TERRITORIAL LODGE 17
SECOND ANNUAL

PANCAKE BREAKFAST

PLEASE JOIN US FOR DINE IN OR TAKE OUT
ON THE LODGE!

SATURDAY, MAY 13TH
, 0630-1030
153 S. 2NP AVE, YUMA, AZ

Yuma Chapter #14

I
-

Cordially invites ﬂ

to their
Installation of Officers

Saturday, June 10, 2023
at 1:00p

Yuma Masonic L
153 S. 2nd Av
Yuma, AZ 853

Rcccption to follgw

Saiu‘ina AIPS\,,

‘Worthy Matmn-@ot M W %
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STAR IN THE EAST
By Ruth Wilmot, Secretary

Greetings Everyone,

Yuma Chapter #14 has been busy and will continue to busy

this spring! We had another great donation for Andale’s
Pantry at AWC. This is an on-going project for our Chapter (O

this year. Andale’s Pantry is always in need of individually- i -

wrapped food items, toiletries, and basic kitchen items (can K5
openers, forks, spoons, etc.) for the students. If you have any l;:ﬁ;
items you would like to donate, please leave your items on the

stage or contact a Chapter member and we will take them. A HUGE
thank you to the Brothers of Yuma Territorial Lodge #17 for their |
'l donation that we delivered in March. We enjoy working with this
| organization and we hope to continue our partnership in the future.

"l We also delivered the gift cards we collected for our Power Paws
fundraiser. Thanks to generous donations, we were able to donate over
$200 worth in gift cards! These will be provided to the new owners of
the service dogs to purchase food, accessories, or anything else
they need for their new family member. Worthy Matron B.J. and
Past Matron Carolyn went to Scottsdale to tour the Power Paws offices and see
some of the wonderful services they provide. They even got to meet a new furry
friend who is being trained for a new family!

We will be busy delivering flowers for Mother’s Day on May 12th and 13th for the
Flower Mine as part of our annual fundraiser. This is one of our favorite events of

look of happiness on their faces makes all the driving around town worth it!

Several of our members have been traveling to Official Visits, Friendship Nights, and even to California to
an initiation throughout the year. We only have two meetings left this year and then we will have our
Installation of new officers on Saturday, June 10th at 1:00pm. This is an open installation, so friends and
family are invited! We would love to have visitors to celebrate the coming year for our Chapter!

Upcoming birthdays:

e MAY - Quaid Smith (9th), Veronica Ann Reece (9th), Shannon Seals (11th), Ruth Wilmot (14th), Zoe

Ann Hawk (27th)

o JUNE — Mike Kofta (6th), Carol Cloud (21st), Sandra W. (21st), Molly Veile (22nd)

Until next time, please keep all our ailing members in your thoughts and prayers. If you know someone who
isn’t feeling well, would appreciate a phone call or card, or may need assistance running errands, please call
Worthy Matron B.J. Dale at (760) 960-9037 (or any Chapter member) to let her know. We miss seeing all of
you and we hope to see everyone’s smiling faces at our meetings. Eastern Star members are welcome to visit
our meetings, so if you know of some visiting for the winter, please invite them! Take care and be safe!

g7 fu}rg/(y J@,\J@Q
f\/’ p // Ny / : //
wmble & Rind,

YUMA CHAPTER NO. 14
ORDER of the EASTERN STAR

The meetings are held the SECOND AND FOURTH TUESDAY of each month, September through June. All
members are welcome. A light meal is served at 6:00pm, followed by our meeting promptly at 7:00pm. Hope
to see you there! If you have any questions, please call the Lodge at (928) 783-7993.

12



OES PINK LODGE

Before our March Stated Meeting, the Sisters of Yuma
Chapter #14, OES held their “Pink Lodge”. Thisis a
parody skit of what the ladies “think” we do at our
meetings. Lots of laughs were had, trust us! We love when
the ladies put this on — even our Deputy Grand Master got a
kick out of it!

13



Masonic Anniversaries

When you became a Master Mason

MAY JUNE

John Adams James Lakey Miguel Alvarez Wade Holland
Jacob Casey David Lara Castellanos Scott Laverty

William Coddington ~ James Malone Michiel Beckett Michael Lee
James Cooley Cristobal Perez Gene Bowden Rich Marderos
William Clark II David McHone Jr., PM
Martin Freeman Robert Sant %er?l}; I()j:\I/I:n ort Daniel Misenhimer Jr.
David Hofferbert Steven Shippee A Russell Pool Sr.
Karl Koeni William Wiseman II Frank Donald Duane Russell

. g Jack Frost, PM Matthew Stang
Michael Kofta, PM

Dennis Dalton Jose Ramirez

Roberto Garcia

***ATTENTION***

Deadline for the July/August 2023 Trestleboard is
JUNE 20TH

***ATTENTION***

PUBLISHER’S CORNER

If there is anything you would like to see in the Trestleboard or have any suggestions, please
feel free to let me know! If you see any corrections that need to be addressed, please let me
know those as well so they can be corrected. If you attend an event, don’t forget to take pictures
and submit them, either to me or on the Yuma Lodge Facebook page. Take care and stay safe!

Sincerely,
Sabrina Arps

14



COMMITTEES

MASTER’S PROGRAMS FUNDRAISING

Audit Chairman — Douglas Wayne Arps, Jr. “DJ”
Michael A. Dale, PM Brad Hamner

Budget Barbeque

Worshipful Master Mikel K. White, PM

By-Laws Midnight at the Oasis

Mike Kofta, PM, DDGL Worshipful Master

Benjamin Hinderer, PM

Cemetery Clean-up COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Trustees Bikes for Books

Facilities Maintenance Brad Hamner

Douglas Wayne Arps, Jr. “DJ” .

Timothy Wiiliams, PM, DDGM Public Schools

Brad Hamner

Funeral X
Worshipful Master Roadside Clean-up

Ira Hearen, Jr.
Grievance
Michacl A. Dale, PM MEMBERSHIP RELATIONS/FRATERNAL
Library/Archives SUPPORT
Benjamin Vik

Birthday Cards

Masonic Education & Ritual Benjamin Hinderer

Mike Kofta, PM, DDGL

Timothy Williams, PM, DDGM Facebook .

Michael A. Dale, PM Douglas Wayne Arps, Jr. “DJ

Masonic Relief Mason of the Year

Worshipful Master SW & JW

Master’s Advisory Membership Participation/Retention

Michael A. Dale, PM Worshipful Master

Timothy W. Williams, PM, DDGM Sickness aqd Distress

Wives, Widows, and Orphans Antero Trujillo

Quaid E. Smith, PM, KYGCH Telephone Calling

Brad Hamner Quaid E. Smith, PM, KYGCH
Trestleboard

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT Sabrina Arps, Publisher

Candidate Instruction Douglas Wayne Arps, Jr. “DJ”
Michael Kofta, PM, DDGL Website
Officer Instruction Douglas Wayne Arps, Jr. “DJ”

Michael Kofta, PM, DDGL Wills and Bequests
TBD




David McHone
(928) 503-5525

3222 S. Florence Lane
Auto Repair Yuma, Az 85365 Diesel Repair

Office - (928) 344-3771 Office - (928) 344-3517
Fax - (928) 244 -2787 Fax - (928) 244 -2787

‘?‘

YUMA INSURANCE, INC.

Jack H. Puckett, CIC, CPCU
President
CA License OA 93189

2691 4th Avenue * P.O.Box 5713 ¢ Yuma, Arizona 85366-5713
(928) 344-3500 FAX: (928) 344-3507 (800) 281-0010

F ¥

Advertise)
With Us

$100 Annual Subscription
Call (928) 783-7993
yumalodge17@gmail.com

Masonic Specialty License Plates

ARIZOINA

URPLATE

ServiceArizona.com

"l ® =t Fees go to charities supported by Arizona Masons




