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TRESTLEBOARD 
VIEW FROM THE EAST 
By Benjamin Hinderer, Worshipful Master 

Greetings Brethren,  

We have our elections this November for next yearôs officer line. It has 
been an honor to serve as the Worshipful Master these last two years. Yuma 
Territorial Lodge 17 will be in good hands next year with our next 
Worshipful Master. I do look forward to assisting the Lodge from the 
sidelines and filling in when needed. 

It would be great to see other Past Masters who have not been as active 
come back and sit on the sidelines. It would also be nice to see many of our 
members who have been away come back and see how the Lodge has 
changed over the last couple of years. 

Currently our very own RWB Mike Dale is the Deputy Grand Master of 
Arizona and if elected he will be the Grand Master of Masons in Arizona. We 
need to show up for him next year and the year after at Grand 
Communication and let Yumaôs presence be known. His Official Visit to 
Yuma will be during our stated meeting in December so if you have not been 
at the Lodge in awhile please come down for that. 

Thank you all for your support these last two years. 

Your Worshipful Master 
Benjamin Hinderer 

STATED MEETING 

Second Thursday of each month, 
September through June 

Dinner at 6:30pm 

Meeting at 7:30pm 

 

REGULAR MEETINGS 

Degree work most every  
Thursday at 7:00pm 

Call (928) 783ï7993 or visit 
www.yumalodge17@gmail.com  
for schedule 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Call (928) 503ï4356 for an 
appointment. 

 

TRESTLEBOARD 

Published bi-monthly. 

Article submissions are due 
on the 20th of each even-
numbered month. 

Sabrina Arps, publisher 
(928) 246ï6580 
ncbudgirl88@gmail.com 
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2022 OFFICERS 
 
Worshipful Master 

Benjamin T. Hinderer (Michelle) 

(928) 581ï8508 

usmcfreejr@yahoo.com 

 

Senior Warden 

Douglas W. Arps, Jr. ñDJò (Sabrina) 

(928) 503ï9802 

crimswrestling@gmail.com 

 

Junior Warden 

Brad E. Hamner 

(928) 919ï6866 

bradwyo@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Michael A. Kofta, PM, DDGL 
(Ruby) 

(928) 580ï5965 

michael kofta@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Tim Williams, PM, DDGM (Pat) 

(928) 581ï3985 

tinothywayne@netscape.net 

 

Senior Deacon 

Hector Aponte (Johannes) 

(928) 257ï9992 

bordercop377@hotmail.com 

 

Junior Deacon 

Sam Azar  

 

 

 

Senior Steward 

Saleh Bahati 

(314) 943ï6386 

salehsylvain@gmail.com 

 

Junior Steward 

Benjamin Vik 

 

 

VIEW FROM THE WEST 
Submitted by Douglas Arps, Jr. 

Greetings from the West, 

I would like to start off by congratulating Brother Ivan on 
his journey to becoming a Master Mason. I am honored 
that I was able to help him get to the point he is at; we 
have given you all the light we could give you, now its 

your turn to make it brighter. 

I am currently in New Mexico for work but by the time this gets out Iôll be 
back home. So far in my travels I was able to visit a Lodge but unfortunately 
all pedestals were unable to be there so they couldnôt open Lodge. But we 
still had dinner and great fellowship. Being a Mason, every time I get a 
chance to visit Brothers from another Lodge itôs always arms wide open like 
we have known each other for years. WM Bass from Ruidoso, NM has been 
awesome in getting me information on events to go to while Iôm here. I hope 
Iôll be able to attend another function before I leave. This work trip seems to 
have been a long one, but Iôm glad I was able to get some Masonry in. 

Itôs almost time for me to get home and be with my family. I want to give 
a big shout out to my wife for dealing with everything while Iôve been gone. 
Itôs not an easy task and I love you for it. 

Brotherly Love, 
Douglas Arps, Jr. ñD.J.ò 
Senior Warden 
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Fraternal Greetings from the South 

As this year is nearing its end, I hope this last Trestleboard finds you 
well. We have had an interesting year to say the least. We recently had 
our annual outdoor degree and raised our newest, youngest brother to 
the sublime degree of Master Mason. Congrats Brother Ivan! We have 
accomplished a lot this year, but still need more light from the 
Brethren, we miss all of you. Many good things to come next year, and 
hope to see a lot more of you show up to the Blue Lodge. If thereôs anything 
we can do, please let us know. I would like to thank Yuma Chapter #14 OES 
for all the great meals and support this year. 

Brad Hamner 
Junior Warden 

GREETINGS FROM THE SOUTH 
Submitted by Brad Hamner 



2022 OFFICERS 
(CONTINUED) 

 
Marshal 

Michael Cooper 

 

 

 

Chaplain 

Antero A. Trujillo ñDocò (Norma) 

(928) 581ï6286 

altrujillo2001@yahoo.com 

 

Tyler 

Ira M. Hearen, Jr. (Elizabeth) 

(479) 430ï8544 

ihearen@yahoo.com 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 

CHAIRMAN 

Benjamin T. Hinderer, WM 

(928) 581ï5808 

usmcfreejr@yahoo.com 

 

Brad E. Hamner, 2022 

(928) 919ï6866 

bradwyo@gmail.com 

 

Ira M. Hearen, Jr., 2022 

(479) 430ï8544 

ihearen@yahoo.com 

 

Hector Aponte, 2023 

(928) 257ï9992 

bordercop377@hotmail.com 

 

Russell Pool, Sr., 2023 

(928) 276ï4765 

mokye4@aol.com 

 

Michael Cooper, 2024 

 

 

 

Antero A. Trujillo ñDocò, 2024  

(928) 581ï6286 

altrujillo2001@yahoo.com 

 

Donate online at: 
YumaLodge17.org 

FROM THE SECRETARYôS TABLE 
Submitted by WB Michael Kofta, PM 

Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope that all our nautical Brothers enjoyed the U.S. Navy 
Birthday on October 13th! The U.S. Marine Corps Birthday is 
next on November 10th. For those close to a Marine base, make 
sure you partake of your steak and lobster dinner and cake. 

Saturday, October 14th was our Outdoor Third Degree. Congratulations to 
Brother Ivan Pagan, Jr. who was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master 
Mason! I heard a lot of good comments from visiting Brothers regarding a 
well done degree with many planning for a return visit. One of the visitors 
from San Diego won the 50/50 drawing, so he basically drove for free.  

There were a total of 47 officers, members, and visitors present during the 
Degree. Our Grand Lodge was well represented as well as Brothers from 
Lake Havasu, Phoenix, and Tucson showed up. California was represented 
by members from Handford, Coachella, Imperial, and San Diego. We also 
had visitors again from Canada and Mexicali, Mexico. Thank you very much 
to the Grand Master for his part, WB Phillip Avery for his part, WB Wayne 
Thatcher for the Lecture, and WB Michael Vallecourt for filling in on a few 
parts as well. The weather actually cooperated with us this year! A very 
special Thanks again to Brother Leon Wilmot and his wife Ruth for 
graciously allowing us the use of their property for the Degree. Iôd also like 
to say Thank You to Brother Michael Cooper who prepared the meat, RWB 
Michael Dale for the beans, Brother Hector Aponte for the tortillas, and 
Brother Brad Hamner who arranged for the tables and chairs. Again, a big 
THANK YOU to the Brothers that showed up to help move the Lodge 
equipment to and from the site. 

There are changes again to the Master Architect and Master Builder 
awards for 2023ï2024. It is imperative that you check and update your 
information in Grandview so that our Lodge member information is accurate 
and up-to-date. If you make any changes in Grandview, please let me know 
so that I can update our Lodge database. Grandview is the future, so please 
log in and update your information. If you donôt know how to log in or have 
lost the instructions, call me. 

Elections will be held at our next Stated Meeting, November 9th.  
Installation of Officers in December. 

We ended up having to suspend two Brothers this year for failing to pay 
their dues. So, letôs try to get dues paid sooner than later this year. They 
should be paid prior to the 1st of January! 

If you need any assistance in general, or with practicing, or on proficiency, 
feel free to contact me.  

Fraternally, 
Michael A. Kofta, PM 
Secretary 
DDGL, District 6 

 

  
Secretary: 

yumalodge17@gmail.com  
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Yuma Territorial Lodge 17 

Stated Meetings:  Second 
Thursday at 7:30pm 
(Dinner preceding the meeting at 
6:30pm) 
 
Degree Work:  Most every 
Thursday at 7:00pm. 
 
Trusteesô Meetings:  Monday prior 
to Stated Meeting at 6:00pm.  
Lodge members welcome. 
 
 

York Rite Bodies 

Stated Meetings:  First Monday at 
7:30pm. 
 
Practice:  Third Monday at 
7:00pm. 
 
 

Order of the Eastern Star 

Meetings:  Second and fourth 
Tuesdays at 7:00pm. 
(Dinner preceding meetings at 
6:00pm.) 
 
 

Yuma Shrine Club 

Meetings:  Second Mondays at 
7:00pm. 
 

 
facebook.com/YumaMasons 

November 2023 

December 2023 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

VETERANS  
DAY 

(observed) 

STATED 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

Aaron #49 
OV 

(Tucson) 

YUMA #17 
INSTALLATION 
OF OFFICERS 

STATED 
Official Visit 
for DGM 

VETERANS  
DAY 

White River 
#62 OV 
(Show Low) 

THANKS-
GIVING 

Builders #60 
OV 

(Tucson) 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ came into the world to dwell among us to do the will of the Father, 
according to His own words. 

In fulfillment of this mandate, the work He did was great, one of many being ñThe Lordôs 
Prayerò, at a request of His apostles to teach them how to pray. The Bible has two versions 
of ñThe Lordôs Prayerò, Matthew 6:9ï13 and Luke 11:2ï4. Lukeôs version omits several 
phrases found in Matthewôs version, the one that is the most familiarò(1). Most Bible 
scholars agree that the final Doxology of the sentence: ñFor Thine is the kingdom...etcò is a 

later addition to the Gospel of Matthew.(1) Doxology represents a praise and acknowledgment of Godôs infinite 
power. 

This prayer elevates the supplication to the creator in a simple and transcendental way. We transmit the 
analysis of its contents carried out by Sir Knight Brian Ragain(2). 

OUR FATHER WHO ART IN HEAVEN ï We here address our Heavenly Father, just as we address one 
another. This may have been a precursor to the death of Christ, when He became the ultimate sacrifice and 
tore down the traditional parkway to God, thereby informing His disciples that they may speak directly to 
God. This must have been very new to them. They were following the son of God but He was directing them 
to speak directly to the Father. 

Who art in Heaven signifies where God resides and displays His glory. This teaches us to look upward in 
prayers, to the place where heavenly mansions are prepared for the faithful followers. 

HALLOWED BE THY NAME ï The un-spoken name of God. His name is so powerful that we are not 
permitted to know it. When Christ died and the veil was torn, we no longer needed to appeal to the high priest 
to talk to God but now had the ability to appeal to God through prayer. We were each given the power 
contained in knowing the unspoken name of God, whether we realize it or not. 

THY KINGDOM COME ï We are asking God to reign over our hearts and minds. We are anxiously 
awaiting for the day when the ñmountain of the Lordôs House shall be established in the tops of the 
mountainsò and the world is filled with His glory. 

THY WILL BE DONE ï We are declaring that the will of God will be performed, just as we are taught 
ñmay we so faithfully serve the Master, that having passed through the portals of the grave we may receive 
from His hand the crown of victory, while we exclaim ñnot unto us, oh Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 
give glory.ò We are committing to obey the law of God and to keep his commandments. 

ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN ï This petition states that we know that the reign of the Blessed 
Emmanuel, the Prince of Peace. The Great Captain of our Salvation will become universal and eternal. This 
also intertwines with the teaching of ñas above, so below.ò We are quick to forget that we have a direct 
pathway to God through the power of prayer. Heaven will be revealed to us soon, but we must strive to live a 
Godly life here on Earth. 

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD ï ñMan cannot live by bread alone but by every word that 
proceeds out of the mouth of God.ò We do not need anything except that which God grants to us. He promises 
us plain fare and pure water because that is all we need. Manna was a gift of God to the Israelites in the 
wilderness and supplied their every need. We too must remember that what we sow, we will also reap. When 
we get tired of waiting and proceed to apply our own knowledge to the situation and ñforce.ò Godôs hand, we 
may get what we were asking for but not in the manner we intended. We were given the ability to use our faith 
to move mountains, but Moses showed us that when we decide to beat rocks, the consequences are not always 
favorable. 

AND FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS, AS WE FORGIVE OUR DEBTORS ï This one verse is very 
powerful. We are asking forgiveness for breaching our obligations just as we are to forgive those that have 
breached theirs. This can mean that we are to forgive our debtors as we are forgiven our debts, or that we are 
to be forgiven to the same manner that we forgive others. What a difference one little comma makes.  
Remember the sentiments uttered by the Pilgrim ñI now declare in truth and soberness that I entertain no 
enmity or ill will against a soul on earth that I would no freely reconcile should I find in him a corresponding 
disposition.ò 

(continued on page 6) 

THE LORDôS PRAYER 
Submitted By Antero ñDocò Trujillo, Chaplain, Very Reverent Grand Chaplain 
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AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION ï Just as Judas betrayed Christ for thirty 
pieces of silver we should be reminded that our need for penitence has not and will not end, 
and that ñshould temptation assail you, should misfortune befall you, should all the world 
seem to forsake you, still remain faithful to your vows of Knighthood.ò 

BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL ï Christ died that we might live, ñ...our blessed Savior, 
after suffering the pains of death, descending into the place of departed spirits; that on the 
third day He burst the bands of death, triumphed over the grave, and in due time ascended 

with transcendent majesty into Heaven, where He now sits at the right hand of our Heavenly Father, a 
mediator and intercessor for who have faith in Him.ò Just as we help the widows and orphans by helping them 
over the rugged path of life, Christ gave his life that we may be delivered from evil. 

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE POWER AND THE GLORY FOREVER ï We are 
making a public declaration of the cause in which we are engaged. We are acknowledging the Deity; through 
the kingdom, or the gloomy hour of dissolution and secure our ineffable and eternal happiness in the world to 
come. 

The prayer closes with an acknowledgement of God primacy over all, for all time. All is His, what is ñoursò 
is only temporary. 

Amen. 

References: 
1. Sir Knight Richard R. Losh: The Lordôs Prayer. Knight Templar, Volume LXIV ï No. 5, Pg. 21ï23, 2018. 
2. Sir Knight Brian Ragain: The Lordôs Prayer According to the Knights Templars. Knight Templar Volume  
LXV ï No. 5, 2019. 

THE LORDôS PRAYER (CONTINUED) 
Submitted By Antero ñDocò Trujillo, Chaplain, Very Reverent Grand Chaplain 
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MUSINGS ABOUT MASONRY 
Submitted By Ira Hearen, Jr., Tyler 

I met a dear old man today, 
Who wore a Masonic pin, 

It was old and faded like the man, 
Itôs edges were worn quite thin. 

I approached the park bench where he sat, 
To give the old Brother his due, 
I said, ñI see youôve traveled East,ò 
He said, ñI have, have you?ò 

I said, ñI have, and in my day 
Before the all-seeing sun, 

I played in the rubble, with Jabala 
Jubalo and Jubalum.ò 

He shouted, ñDonôt laugh at the work my son, 
Itôs good and sweet and true, 

And if youôve traveled as you said, 
You should give these things their due.ò 

The word, the sign, the token 
The sweet Masonic prayer, 
The vow that all have taken, 
Whoôve climbed the inner stair. 

The wages of a Mason, 
Are never paid in gold, 

But the gain comes from contentment, 
When youôre weak and growing old. 

You see, Iôve carried my obligations, 
For almost fifty years, 

It has helped me through the hardships 
And the failures full of tears. 

Now Iôm losing my mind and body, 
Death is near but I donôt despair, 
Iôve lived my life upon the level, 
And Iôm dying upon the square. 

Sometimes the greatest lessons 
Are those that are learned anew, 
And the old man in the park today 
Has changed my point of view. 

To all Masonic Brothers, 
The only secret is to care, 

May you live your life upon the level, 
May you part upon the square 

THE OLD MASTERôS WAGES 

Every active Mason has withing himself the ability to improve his Lodge ï to move it forward. 

Our Fraternity is a society of friends and Brothers. Our ritual and ceremonies are intended to provide a 
shared, common experienced that is the beginning of a lifetime of friendship. 

Too often, Freemasons focus on the ñproblemsò of Freemasonry rather than on the true glory of it ï the 
making and keeping of friends among those who otherwise would have remained at a perpetual distance. 

Our rules, like our ritual, are fairly straightforward. However, like our ritual, our rules often become an 
unfortunate stumbling block for those who are not willing to familiarize themselves with them. 

Yet within the basic framework established by our ritual and rules, there is much work left to be done to 
make a Lodge complete. Its adornments, be they successful or failures, are left to the Brethren of a Lodge to 
create. 

Like our operative forefathers who actively sught the skills and new techniques developed at other 
successful building sites, so should the Masons of today look to successful Lodges to learn how to do things a 
little differently or a little better. 

The desire to get back to the basics of the good old days is a classic desire of mankind. Whenever the road 
becomes difficult, mankind looks back to what it believes what the Utopia of a bygone day. 

Freemasonry has been able to pass on its gift of friendship from one generation to the next, not because it 
has held onto a ridged orthodoxy, but because the symbology of Freemasonry is such that each generation is 
able to adapt it to its own needs. 

Freemasonry of the post Second World War era was not the Freemasonry of the Civil War. Freemasonry of 
the Westward Migration was not the Freemasonry of the American Revolution. No, every generation has 
found in Freemasonry and made of it that which it needed to continue on the rough road of life. 

It is important that todayôs generation do the same. 

--Chad Simpson, PM, York Lodge No. 563 

FREEMASONRY:  THEN, NOW, AND IN THE FUTURE 
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All photos provided by RWB Mike Dale 

His next stop was to Camelback Daylight 
#75 in Mesa for their Official Visit on 

October 7th.  

His next stop was to Paradise Valley Silver 
Trowel Lodge #29 in Phoenix for their 
Official Visit on October 4th. 

His last stop was to Pioneer #82 in Black 
Canyon City for an EA degree.  Congratulations 

Brother on your achievement! 

His first stop was to Peoria Lodge #31 in 
Peoria for their Official Visit on October 

3rd.  

RWB Mike Dale, DGM made several travels in October for various events! 


